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CROPS (Cont.) ,

Temperatures averaged from two to six

degrees below normal across the State.

Precipitation occurred the latter half of

the week with amounts ranging from 1.24

inch in the northern half to only trace

amounts in the southern portion.

GENERAL

Row crop and pasture conditions

declined sharply during another very dry

week, according to the Nebraska Agricul-

tural Statistics Service. Most dryland

row crops were being severely stressed and

need raln soon to cut potential yield

losses. Irrigators were operating across

the State, but in the Panhandle operators

were concerned about how long the water

supply will last. Spider mites were a

problem in corn fields in the Panhandle,

while chinch bugs were still causing

severe damage to sorghum in the southeast.

Field ac£ivities consisted of: cutting

hay, irrigating, weed and insect control.

Days suitable for fieldwork last week were

6.5.

Soil moisture conditions declined to

about as low a level as possible, with the

topsoil condition rated at 96% short and

4% adequate. The subsoil condition was

rated at 100% short, as all reporters

rated subsoil as short this week. Last

year, topsoil condition was 65% short, 31%

adequate, and 4% surplus and subsoil

moisture was 67% short and 33% adequate.

CROPS

All corn condition rated 7% very

poor, 14% poor, 32% fair, 42% good and 5%

excellent. Dryland corn suffering from

the dry conditions was rated as only 1%

good, while 68% of the irrigated crop was

rated good or excellent. In the eastern

third of the State, some of the poorest

dryland corn was being cut for silage.

Corn entering or beyond the dough stage

reached 60% compared with 69% last year

and 59% average. Corn dented was 7%

compared with 20% in 1988 and 14% average.

Sorghum condition declined to 28%

very poor, 22% poor, 33% fair, and 17%

good. About 70% was headed, compared to

88% last year and the average of 82%.

Some farmers in the east were seeing

troubles with sorghum not producing heads,

due to drought stress. Sorghum turning

color rated 10% compared with 11% last

year and 7% average.

Soybean condition was 13% very poor,

37% poor, 17% fair, and 33% good. About

75% of the acreage was setting pods

compared with 88% in 1988 and 79% average.

There was concern about poor yield pros-

pects in the east and southeast as beans

move into the critical pod fill stage with

very little moisture available.

Alfalfa hay condition was 15% very

poor, 19% poor, 54% fair and 12% good,

with 60% of the third cutting complete.

This compares with 57% last year and 41%

average. Some producers in the north and

northeast report about average yzelds.

LIVESTOCK

Pasture and range feed supplies rated

26% very short, 70% short and 4% adequate.

Hay and roughage supplies were 14% very

short, 69% short and 17% adequate.

Livestock were reported in good shape with

the milder temperatures but flies were

still a problem in the northeast.

Precipitation, April 1 - August ii, 1989

NW NC NE CEN EC

Total past week ........... 27 .38 .40 .31 .03

Total since April 1 ...... 4.58 7.50 7.18 ll.ll 9.76

Normal slnce Aprll 1 ..... i0.81 13.00 14.82 13.98 15.60

Total as % of Normal ..... 42% 58% 48% 79% 63%

SW SC SE

.68 .02 .04

10.70 12.89 11.42

11.92 14.03 16.28

90% 92% 70%
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